
 

CCRREESSTTEEDD  GGEECCKKOO  
                                                     (rhacodactylus ciliatus) 

ORIGIN:  Crested geckos, once thought to be extinct 
until found living happily on the island of New 
Caledonia, an island in the south pacific. Crested 
geckos are a great alternative to the leopard gecko. 
They are easy to handle and to care for. Besides 
having a great personality they are a very attractive 
reptile ranging in color from brown, orange, red and 
dalmatian. 
SIZE:  Crested geckos are a stocky species of gecko 
and generally reach lengths of 5-7 inches. Crested 
geckos like all geckos can “drop” their tails to try and 
escape from predators but unlike other species of 
geckos, crested can not re-grow tails. 
CAGING: Crested geckos can easily be kept in small 
enclosures. A single crested gecko can live in a 10 
gallon tank. These geckos are nocturnal and need 
hiding spots. Live tropical plants can be kept in their 
cage as long as it is kept unfertilized.  
SUBSTRATE: Crested geckos can be successfully kept 
on a variety of substrates. Young geckos do great on 
paper towels or newspaper. Adults can be kept on 
reptile dirt or orchid bark. 
TEMPERATURE: Crested geckos thrive at temperature 
range of 70-85 degrees and no full spectrum due to 
the fact they are nocturnal. Generally speaking 
supplemental heating is unneeded unless the room 
temperature falls below 70 degrees. 
 

WATER:  Crested geckos should be misted daily and 
offered a shallow water dish, a water dripper is 
optional. 
DIET:  Crested geckos diet includes both crickets and 
fruit flavored baby foods. Crickets should be offered 
every other day, 5-6 crickets per geckos and 
alternating with baby food. Other live foods can be 
meal worms and wax worms. Prior to feeding, insects 
should be dusted with a mineral powder. You can 
supplement live insects for a commercial crested 
gecko diet or meat types of baby food mixtures with 
mineral powered mixed in. 
 
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES 

� Enclosure as detailed above.  
� Thermometer to keep watch of inside 

enclosure temps. 
� Mineral dust 
� Shallow water dish 
� Literature about crested gecko husbandry 
� Hiding areas such as cork bark or egg 

carton 
� Substrate such as reptile dirt or orchid 

bark  
 
OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES 

� Silk or live tropical plants 
� Water dripper  
� Fogger 

 
 

SMALL ANIMAL & BIRD REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE 
Congratulations on your new pet and thank you for shopping at Pet Supplies “Plus” where we strive to sell the best quality pets possible. 

Please contact the Pet Supplies “Plus” where the animal was purchased with any questions or concerns about your new pet. 
 

• Pet Supplies “Plus” guarantees the health of all animals for 7 days. Please bring in the animal along with the original sales receipt 
should any problems arise within the seven day period. 

• Due to many different variables Pet supplies “Plus” does not guarantee the sex of any animal. 
• Pet supplies “Plus” does not assume responsibility for any veterinary care or medications. 
• Please practice proper hygiene whenever handling animals. 

 

Thank you for your purchase.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions. 
PLU # ________     Price ________     Store # ________     Date ________     Employee ___________________ 

 
NOTE: The information contained in this caresheet solely represents the opinions of the author. 

It is not intended as a complete guide to captive husbandry. 


